
REHABILITATION OF THE PRALLSVILLE CULVERT PIT AND 

SPILLWAY TO BEGIN IN AUGUST 2026 

BE ADVISED: The New Jersey Water Supply Authority is doing a rehabilitation of the 

Prallsville Culvert Pit and Prallsville Spillway in the vicinity of Prallsville Mills in Stockton 

Borough, Hunterdon County. This project will address damage associated with remnants of 

Hurricane Ida. 

 

The multi-use trail will be CLOSED to the public adjacent to the culvert pit at times (to be 

determined) during construction but will be re-opened whenever it can be done safely 

(when work is not taking place, and during evenings and weekends). Multi-use trail 

closures will be kept to the minimum duration and intervals to safely complete the project. 

Multi-use trail users will be able to detour around the construction activity. The project 

will start on or about August 17, 2026, and continue for several months. 

 

The project site currently contains two culverts which are connected by an open pit. The project 

will consist of converting the open pit into a box culvert. This will prevent further erosion of the 

open pit while maintaining the hydraulic capacity of the structure. This repair alternative was 

considered an encroachment upon the Delaware and Raritan Canal and Prallsville Historic 

Districts. This portion of the project required approval from the New Jersey Historic Sites 

Council. Two interpretive signs will be installed as a result of the encroachment. 

 

The project will also repair the existing spillway by decommissioning four non-operational sluice 

gates and re-establishing the spillway with poured in place concrete. The third phase of the 

project will restore and add a revetment to a stone apron and restore an existing eroded slope. 

The project is designed to provide a robust, yet historically appropriate repair where applicable, 

that will prevent future deterioration of the structures. The goal of this undertaking is to 

preserve both the structural integrity and historic character of the spillway.  

 

The project will require the closing of the multi-use trail on both sides of the culvert pit 

with no thru traffic for durations while the work is taking place. The gravel parking lot 

adjacent to the Sawmill will be the construction staging area where equipment and trailers will 

be parked and will remain open at all times. When pit work is being done, the trail users will be 

detoured off of the trail and around the construction through the staging area. Signage will be 

posted at the Bull’s Island Recreation Area, Prallsville Mills Site Parking Lot, and the D&R 

Canal trail entrance on Ferry Street in Stockton. The trail will be reopened upon project 

completion. We thank you for your patience as this work progresses.  

 

Matthew Beaman of the New Jersey Water Supply Authority can be reached for any 

questions at mbeaman@njwsa.org. 

 

This project will be managed by the New Jersey Water Supply Authority, a state agency that 

operates the D&R Canal as a public water supply source for central New Jersey.  
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